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Fiein ord um djoss og myndlist

pod ar editt ad sld nokkru fistu um somband djoss
og myndlistar. Mafisse og Mondrian hafa gefid myndum
djassniifn og Krislitn Dovidsson og Diefer Roth hrifist of
djassi an pess od modur merki pod sérstoklega | myndum
Ppeirra og eitt sinn fyrir margt lngu sogdi Dieter mér ad
hann teldi Lionel Hompton mun merkari diosskeikara en
Milt Jackson og vard ég, unglingurinn, allundrandi er sfikur
fromdrstefnulistamadur atti Thiut. Errd hefur aftur & mati
verid med samfimadjassinn & hrainu, pvi begar hann
felur upp pliturnar er honn hlusiodi  medan hann vann
ad Lykii od dsialfrado tougakerfinu® 1961 eru d listanum
Misterioso” Theloniusar Monks og pldtur med Chico
Hamitfon, Charles Mingus og Sonny Rollins, (Adalsteinn
Ingélfsson: Errd, margfalt 5T MM 1991

Meargir pekktir djassmenn hofa malod og einna
sarstaedastar eru myndir eins fremsia Karinetiuleiicara
djassins, Pee Wee Russels. Hann kék kengston hlula
mvinnar med didlondsveitumn, en endadi bd ferilinn
Intfimalegri diossmdsik og maladi abstrakd i grid og
erg med faskuna innan sellingar. Séngvarinn vidiregi,
Tony Bennett, hefur malad mikid seinni hiuta evinnar og
notar b skirmarnafn sitt Anthony Dominick Benedetio er
hann signerar méatverkin, Miles Davis fékkst vid myndlist
og hann er lka 54 djassleikari er einna oftast skytur upp
kollinum | malerkum myndiistarmaonna eins og s
mia & pessari syningu - og hann prdir meiro od segjo
veggspiold Jazzhafidor Reykjovikur § Gr i 1dlkun Errds, sem
al sjilfsbgdu notar diossleikoro eins og flest onnod |
ryndlist sinni.

Yrresir islenskir diossleikaror hala einnig verld pekkdir fyrir
mynalist og skol par fyrstan telja Arna Elfar, sem var ikega
pekkiar sem myndlistormadur en diosspianish hin sidori
ar. Steini Steingrims, Steinbor Sleingrimsson, fyrstl pianish
KE-sextettsing, hefur haldid simingar & mdhverkum sinum
g pad gerdi Gudmundur Ingélfsson planisti einnig. bad
hofo fleiri djassleikarar en pianistar fengist vid myndlist,
5.5, Gudmundur Steingrimsson trommari, pott hann hafi
ekki mikid filkod pvi.

54 myndlistarmadur islenskur sem menn lengja
mest og bes! vid diass er Tryggvi Olafssan, semum
fimo miladi eda teiknodi Louts Armstrong érlega. Hann
b kengi | Kaupmannahdin par sem dgoetis ieekifoer
budust il o hiusta & helstu diosslistomenn samiimans
og 1962 hitti hann Louis og pokkadi honum fyrir allon

pann djass sem hann hatdi skapad. _Thank you babe,”
svarodi trompetmelstarinn, sem Iangum haldi sniist 4
gramméfoninum & vinnusiofu Tryggva asomit lestum
slarmetsiurum djassins fram od frjGksdiossi og rafdjass!.
Trygovi gerdi fidlda vegospialdo og pldtuumsiaga

tyrir Jazzvakningu, svo og veggspjdld fyrir Norrena
diassdago og Jazrhdlid Reykjoviiur. Hann leiknadi marga
portrefimynding of diosshetkurum og mdladi fin mdlverk of
Armstrong og Duke Ellington. Aftur & moh hefur Sigurbjam
Jansson verid afkastamelr vid 0 noto diosslelkara, jefnan
nafnlousa, | malverki sinu, en hann bid lengi T New York
og innblasturinn handan vid neesia horm. Par kynntist
Sigurbjarn maloranum Lelond Bell, sem kvaentur var
Loulsu Matihiasd6ttur, Lee var diossgeggjori of bestu sort
og 1&k ouk pess & trommur. Siik kynni hofo uggloust verid
ungum listarmanni innbldsiur,

Leidir okkar Tryggva kagu saman i diassinum og Tryggwi
kyniniti akkur Leland Bell; hringdi il min mergun einn pegar
hann var a8 hengja upp myndir sinar 4 Kjoralssiodum
fyrir somsyningu nokkurra islenska myndlistarmanna,
birsetira erlendis, @ Lisiohafid; Komdu strox. bad ar
bandariskur listamadur 0d hengja upp myndir konu sinnar
héma og syngur Lesier Young-s6l6 fra Basie-fimanum
fullurn hélst.” g var fijtur & stadinn og kst g6 vindtia
med okkur Lee, sem mélodi gjomnan vid 1anlist djassgoda
sinna: Pops og Dukes, Pres og Lady Day.

[ formila of bék med listaverkum Tryggva Olafssonar
(Mdbverk T 20 dr. MM 20071 segir Adalsteinn Ingdlfsson
m.a. o tengslin milli myndiistar og inlistar, iGredd
medal listamanna og listiraedinga T meira en bid, hafi
oldrei hiotid nGd fyrir ougum 16nlistorflks”. Lee noladi
pé djossinn &spart fil 0d Gtskfra myndlisi | freegum
fyrirlestrum sinum, sindi skyggnur og Iikil pa timabilum
ymissa malara er hann ddi via fimabil | list djossleikarg,
b vard Pres, Lester Young, oftar en ekki fyrir valinu, Tryggvi
segir T cevistigu sinnl er Helgi Gudmundsson skratd
[Hvod er & bk vid figlin? MM 2004). .£g er med diskal
meefrovis @ vinnustofunni hia mér og finnst peegilegt og
drvondi od hofo gbdan dioss | eyrunum vid vinnuna.”
Sigurdur Orlygsson hafur, ekki siur en Tryggyi, verid
itinn vid) diasshiustun er hann mdlar, patt um fima fall
hann T Gperurnar, og dsam! Tryggva liggja flest Tslensk
djossportrett effir hann, m.o. fantogad Miles Davis-mynd,
er nefnist Miles in the sky” effir upphofsskifu @ raffer
Miles, en 6kt Tryggva hélt Sigurdur tryggd vid Davis effir od
hann f&ll Trafmagnid.



Auk peirra er hér greinir frd & Gretar Reynisson myndir
asyningunni, en hann er pekkiostur sem leikialdamdlar,
Hann hannadi & sinum fima merki Jozzis-Olgafunnar, sem
sendi fra s&r margan frdboeran djossdiskinn, og hayrt
hef &g od honn hofi malod portret of i@lGgunum 1 .The
Arl Ensembie of Chicogo® effir od peir hiéldu stgufreega
tonbeika hérendis.

Pad er goman ad pvi od efnt skuli til
dijossmyndlistarsiningar & Kjorvalsstodum & tuthugu dra
afmali Jazzhatidar Reykjovikur og ekkl hefur skt verid ger
e ednu sinni Gdur mér vilanlega. Pod var pegar fyrsia
sitrdjosshdfitin var haldin & slandi - fiu Gra ofmaelishafid
Jazzvakningar - od sindar voru teikningar eftir Tryggva
Olafsson og ligsmyndir effir Danann Gorm Valentin |
Dijlpinu undir Hominu.

| eeviminningum sinum adurnefndum veltir Tryagvi
Olafsson fyrir sér bwad | skdpunum honn sé od gera list
sinni og svarid er alltof bod sama. Eg skoda manninn,
hvernig falk hefur s&3 veruleikann, rine, vinnuna, og
reyni of komast od bvi vad 1ok hugsodi & ymsum fimum
og sttdum®. Og hann spyr: Hvadan kemur freginn |
stngvunum og hvers vegna horfir Maria svona beint fil
pin® af hverju eru gamiu islensku lagin, foddinn [ Portigal,
Billie Holiday og allir blisamir prungnir molltifinningu?
Eru karlakdrarnir & Froni, sem syngija | dor, effirstodvar
of germonskri rdmantik. eda pvi sem Laxness kallar
piskt meyrhyndi? Tregakenndu iggin hijia od spratia of
olpidiegr parl, annars veeru pou ekki svena iseig. Eg get
ekki svarad svona spumingum, en mér finnst boer tengi
saman fimann.*

Eg get heldur eldd svarad hver lengs diassins og
myndlistar eru, en hvor tvegaja sprettur of sama meidi;
peoefinni til ad tolka mannlegar tilfinningar - hvort sem eri
T eda logl.

Vernhardur Linnet

A Few Words on Jazz and Visual Art

It is hard to pin down the relationship between jozz
ond visual art, Matisse and Mondrion gave [ozz filles 1o
painfings, while Kristjan Davidsson ond Dieler Roth wera
affected by jozz without it leaving signs that you'd nofice
in their work; once, years ago, Dieter Roth told me that he
considered Lionel Homplon o much more important jozz
musician than Milt Jackson, ond il omazed me, young as
I was, that on avant-garde arfist like Dieter should take
stock in the isswe. Errd, for one, is clear on conlempaorary
jozz, since his tolley of the records he listened fo while at
work an his 1961 "Key fo the Autonomic Mervous System”
includes Thelonius Monk's Misterioso and records by Chico
Hamilion, Charles Mingus, and Sonny Rodlins (Adalsteinn
Ingéisson: Ered, margfolt if, MM 19911,

Maony famous jozz musicions have painfed. Most
exfroordinary, perhops, are the paintings of one of jozz's
foremost clarinetists, Pee Wee Russell, He spent most of
his life playing in Dixielond bands bul ended his career in
more moden jazz, churning out absiract painfings with
a bottle near of hand. The celebroted singer Tony Bennett
has painted a lot in katter years, signing his paintings with
his baplismal name, Anthony Dominick Benedetio, Miles
Davis furned his hand to visual ort, and is also the jozz
musician who most often pops up in orfists’ paintings, os
1his exhibifion demonstrates - and he even graces this
yaar's Reykjovik Jozz Festival poster, rendered by Errd, who
needless 10 say uses [azz musicions, along with almost
everything else, in his an.

A number of Icelandic jozz musicions have also been
recognized for visual arl, among whom the late Arni Elfar,
probably betier known in lofter years as an orfist than
as a jozz planist, shall be counted first, Steini Steingrims,
or Steinpor Steingrimsson, fhe original pianist in the
KX sexiet, has exhibited paintings, and so has pianist
Gudmundur Ingolfsson. Mor are pianists the only jozz
musicians involved in visual ar, as drummer Gudmundur
Sleingrimsson proves, though he may not wear his arf on
his sleave.

The lcedandic visual arist mos! closely and best
associated with jazz is Tryggvi Olafsson, who for years
drew or painted an annual porirait of Louls Armsirong.
Tryggvi spent a long time in Copenhagen, where there
was ample opportunity 1o hear the premier jozz orfists of
the day. In 1962 Tryggw met Louis Armstrong ond thanked



him for all the jozz he'd created. “Thank you, babe,” replied
the trumpet master who had spun on Tryggvi's studio
turntable for years, along with most of the other great jozz
masiers prior to free jozz ond eleciric jozz. Tryggvi made
many posters and record covers for Jozzvakning Lazz
Awakeningl, as well os posters for the Mordic Jozz Days
and the Reykjovik Jazz Festival. He drew many poriraits of
jazz musicians and painted fine paintings of Armstrong
and Duke Ellington. On the other hand, Sigurbjam Jansson
hos made mare prolific use of jozz musicians, even no-
mame musicians, in his painting, having long lved in New
York, right around the comer from inspiration. In New York
Sigurbjbrn got 1o know Leland Bell, who was marred 1o
Louisa Matihiosdoftir. Lee Bell was a jozz freak of the first
order and moreover played drums - a contoct bound to
inspirera young arfist.

Tryogvi Olafsson’s path and mine converged in jozz,
and Tryggyi introduced me to Leland Bell: called me one
marning while hanging pictures af Kjorvalssiodis for an
Art Festival exhibition of lcelondic ex-pot artists: "Get over
here, now, There's this Amesican artist hanging piciures
for his wife and singing Lester Young solos from the Basie
years af the top of his lungs.” | was there in no time and
soon became good friends with Lee, who liked to point fo
the music of his jozz idols: Pops and Duke, Prez and Lody
Day.

In his preface 1o a book of Tryggvi Olafsson's artwark
[Malverk i 20 ar, MM 2007), Adalsteinn Ingdlfsson says
in passing that “the connections between visual art and
music, a perennial fopic among arfists and art histerions
for mare than a century, hove never been viewed with
favor in the music community.” Yel Lee Bell used jozz frealy
to explain visual art in his famous lectures, showing slides
and likening the developmenial periods of various pointers
thal he admired to periods In the or of jazz musicians.
Offen as nol the Prez - Lestar Young —was fhe axamplar,
Trygavi Olafssan says in his aulobiography [racorded by
Helgl Gudmundsson, Hvod er bak vid fiBllin? MM 2004, 71
have yards and yards of COs around me in fhe studio. | feel
at ease, and energized, getfing on earful of good jozz as|
work.” Sigurdur Orlygsson also listens lo jozz os he works,
no less assiduously than Tryggwl, even if he did lopse into
opera for o while. Like Tryggvi, Sigurur produced o lorge
share of lcelondic jazz poriraiture, including o devilishly
good Miles Davis picture, named “Miles in the sky” afier a
favorite disc from the electric phase of Miles's career—for

Sigurdur, unlike Tryggvi, remained loval to Miles Davis
despife thot lapse info electric.

Along with works by arists fouched on above, the
present exhibition includes work by Grélor Reynisson,
Grélar is bes!-known as a scene-painter, but In his time
he has desigred the label for Jozzis records, producers
of many a fine jozz disc, ond 've heard 1ell that Grétar
painted a portrail of the mermbers of the Art Ensemble of
Chicogo when they held their fobled concert in this counin

Ir's o fun thing that a jozz art exhibition should be
maounted af Kiarvalsstadir for the twentieth anniversary of
the Reykjovik Jozz Festival. To my knowledge the like has
been done only once bafore, on the cccasion of the first
major jozz festival in iceland—the tenth anniversary of
Jozzvakning—when drawings by Tryggvi Olafsson and
photographs by the Dane Gorm Valentin were exhibited ir
Djopid, the baserment club beneath Homid, the restaurant

In his above-mentioned aulobiography, Tryggyi
Olafsson ponders what in the workd he's daing in his arf,
and “the answer is always the same: | look at man, how
peoplhe view reality, belief, and work, and | ry to gal ol
what people have thought in different fimes ond ploces ™
And Tryggvi asks, "Where does the sorrow in the songs
come from, and why does Mary look right ai you that
wiy? Why do early lcelandic songs, Porfuguese fado, Bill
Holliday, and all the blues brim with @ minor-key feeling?
Are the men's choirs here in Ulima Thule, singing in fheir
major keys, remnanis of Germanic ramanticism, of what
Laxness caolled Germaon soft-headedness? The sorrowful
turnes must spring from a common need, or They wouldn
be so durable. | can't answer questions like these, but for
me they conned fime.”

| can't answer the question of the connections between
jozz and visual ar, eifher, but both are sprung from the
same roatsiock: the need 1o inferprel human emolions—
whether in a line or o fune,

Vernhardur Linnet






Dogskrd

Swunmimagur 6. dgunt V&, Gl

Kjarvalsstadir - Jazzodur!

Lifandi misik og iifandi myndlist. Opnun
Myndiistarsimingor | fengsium vid Jozzhafid

Kinudagur 17, Agist

Kjarvalsstodir - Jazz workshop

K1 14.00 - 16.00 Open workshop

K1, 16,00 = 17.00 Open masterciass - Jim Block raedir 1Gnlist
sina,
bridfudsgur 18, dgiait

Kjarvalsstadir - Jazz workshop

Kl 14,00~ 16,00 Open workshop

K1 16.00-17.00 Open mastercloss - Hilmar Jensson reedic
tonlist sing
Hidw i kudagur 19, dydst

Kjarvalsstadir - Jazz workshop

Kl 14.00-16.00 Openworkshop

K1 16.00 = 17.00 Open masterclass - Benjomin Koppel
reedir onlist sina

Fimmtisfagur 20 dgast K1, 18,00

Hafnarhis - Fyridestur um ségu Jazz & islandi

[Fer fram & enskul,

Litugardagur 22, At MERN TGRSO

Hafnarhis - k. 15.00 Jozz-ganga

Hafnarhis - ki. 16.30 Jozz-gango

Opid Opening hours

Hafnarhis Tryggvagata 17, deglega/daily 10-17
Fimmiudoga il Thursdoys to 22

Kjorvalsstadir Flokogato, doglegasdaily 10-17
Asmundarsafn Asmundur Seinsson

Scudpbure Museum, Sighin

1.5-30.9. doglegar/daily 10-16

1.10.-30.4. doglego/dally 13-16

Okeypis adgangur

Fres odmission

Hafnarhisid er opid til kI 22:00 &l fimmtudogskvald.
Fitsibreytt dogskrd

All Thursdays Hafnarhids is open until 10 p.m.

Diverse events.

wwnw fisiosofnreykjovikuris  listosofn@reykjovik is

unmisdegur 23, dpdst Wi, 16.00
Kjorvalsstadir - Tonlelkar m
Songkonur olira lando sameinist. Tveer af okkar besfu
jazzsdngkonum bioda til sannkallodrar sbngveisiu.
Kristjona Steldnsdditir og Rognheldur Grandal
Midasolo vid inngonginn - Midaoverd kr, 1.500

PR Cie Er Bahai kT B
Iq‘mulmn& - Gol Ga! Gﬁl‘hngﬁ!
Bondoneonkeikarinn Olivier Manoury penur argenfinsku
feyg|uskidduna vid undirledk itafimea tangboddaenda
og safnar saman islenskum vinahop 1 allsherardjamm
Saxdfonleikarinn Oskor Gudjonsson og brasiliska
sonowaskaldid e Tolentino taka logid od auld,

Tangoball og dveen! uppdkoma I samvinnu vid

TANGO on ICEland

Midasala vid mngmglnn Midoverd kr. 2.000

Lavgardagur 2% dgaut Wi, 15.00
W-Jﬂ:ﬂﬁﬁu

Ledfur Gunnarsson kontrabassalelian og hijbmsvell
Skver: Giarleikarinn Steinar Gudjtnsson leikur elgin Gnlist
asami hipdmsvelr.

Midasako vid innganginn - Midaverd kr, 1.500

Alla sunnudaga kl. 15 er leidségn um syningar
4 Kjarvalsstidum og | Hofnarhosi,

Heegl er od panio leidsogn fyrir hépa.
Heeqgt er ad 16 leidsogn 4 erlendum tungumdlum

| bodi er tknmdlstiliun v sunnudagsleldsagn; panio
borf tilkun med viku fyrirvara

Guided tours in English available upon request
Guided fours in English Wednesdays al 11 a.m
of Kjorvalssiadir,

Upplysingar / Info: froedsludeild@reykjovik.is
A vva!LFE LL
5+354 5901200 F+354 5901201



