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KULAN - syning i premur hlutum

Asmundarsafn er eitt af synilegustu verkum
Asmundar Sveinssonar | barginni. Hann byggdi
hasid i aféngum & arunum 1942-1959 og er
Kulan elsti hluti pess. Form hennar sotti hann
til hefdbundinnar hisagerdar Grikklands sem
hann sa sem fyrirmynd a8 nyju, islensku
byggingarlagi, snidnu ad sérkennum hrjdstrugs
og skoglauss landslags. Ad pessu leyti er husid
merkileg og einstaed tilraun i sogu islenskrar
byggingarlistar.

Sem syningarymi a Kdlan sér faar hlidstaedur.
Markmid pessarar syningaradar er ad kanna
méguleika rymisins og hvetja til
endurskodunar & hlutverki Asmundarsafns i
samfélaginu. Premur listam&nnum hefur verid
bodid ad vinna verk inn [ rymid. Pad eru Tumi
Magnusson, Finnbogi Pétursson og Eygld
HarBarddattir. P4 ad verk peirra séu um margt
gjtirdlik, eiga pau pad sameiginlegt ad skynjun
ahorfandans og tengsl vid rymid eru i
fargrunni.

Vegna edlis verkefnisins kemur syningarskra
Ut stuttu eftir opnun sidustu syningarinnar.
Syningarstjorar eru Hanna Styrmisdottir og
Pétur H. Armannsson.

THE DOME - an exhibition in three parts

The Asmundur Sveinsson Sculpture Museum
is one of Sveinsson's most visible works in the
city. He constructed the building in stages in
the period from 1942 to 1959 and its oldest
part is known as The Dome. Its form shows
influences from Greek architecture, which
Sveinsson saw as the model for a new lcelandic
building style tailored to the distinctive
features of the treeless landscape. In this
respect, the Dome is a remarkable and unique
experiment in lcelandic architectural history,
As an exhibition space, it has few counterparts.
The aim of this exhibition series is to explore
the possibilites of the space and to encourage
a reexamination of the role of the museum
itself within the community at large. Three
artists have been invited to make work
specifically for the space. They are Tumi
Magnusson, Finnbogi Pétursson and Eyglé
Hardarddttir, Although their works are
diametrically opposed in many ways, they
share a concern for the audience’s perception
of the work and its interaction with the space.
Because of the nature of the event, the
catalogue will only be published shortly after
the opening of the last exhibition.

The event is curated by Hanna Styrmisdottir
and Pétur H. Armannsson.



Tumi Magnusson um KULUNA

“Kulan er mjog sérstakt og um leid fallegt
rymi. Eg vard strax spenntur fyrir bvi ad
vinna verk inn i hana. Af pvi ad rymid er
kululaga verBur bad ad vissu leyti
endalaust, engin horn eda loftlina til ad
negla pad nidur, Hljomburburinn er mjég
sérstakur. Hann minnir a4 hljomburdinn i
Pantheon | Rdm pé ad par sé hann
magnadri af pvi ad par er rymid er starra.
Undanfarin ar hef ég unnid malverk og
ljgsmyndir sem hluta af rymi.

Meér fannst gaman ad hugsa verk inn |
Kiluna, en um leid nokkud krefjandi enda
ma segja ad han sé verk i sjalfu sér. Rymid
og hljémburdurinn verda ein upplifun. Pad
bydir ekki ad keppa vid pad, pad verdur ad
vinna med pvi og nyta sér eiginleika pess.
Eg hef alltaf haft ahuga a hljédi og po ad
&g hafi ekki synt hljofdverk hef ég gert
tilraunir med pad og skissur ad verkum. Pad
er hljod | videoverkinu sem ég syni | Kdlunni
og ég vonast til ad geta nytt mér
hljombur@inn til ad lata pad heyrast Or dllum
attum — en pad a eftir ad koma i ljos. Eg
vildi prafa ad vinna med myndband - takast
& vid nyja hluti | pessu dvenjulega rymi. Eg
hef bé gert myndbénd adur, en ekki synt
pau ennpa. Verkid sem ég syni nina er unnid
i nainni tengingu vid rymid. AD vissu leyti
er pad eins og malverk. Malaravided. | raun
er pad bara litir sem birtast vid mjoég
hversdagslega athéfn - pad ad drekka. Um
leid er pad gluggi.”

Tumi Magnusson on THE DOME

“The Dome is a very extreme and at the same
time, beautiful space. | found it exciting right
away to make a piece for it. Because it is
domed it becomes endless in a way, with no
ceiling or corners to pin it down. Its acoustics
are very special. I'm reminded of the acoustics
of the Pantheon in Rome although there they
are amplified because the space is bigger.

In recent years | have been making site-specific
paintings and photographs.

| liked doing this piece for the Dome but it was
challenging as well; you could say it's a work
in its own right. The acoustics and the space
become a single experience. There's no point
in competing with it, you must work with it
and take advantage of its attributes.

I've always been interested in sound and
although | haven't exhibited any actual
soundworks, | have experimented with sound
and made sketches for works. There is sound
in the videopiece | am doing for the Dome and
I'm hoping I'll be able to use the acoustics so
that the sound will be heard from all directions
— but it remains to be seen. | wanted to try
working with video — to show new things in
this unusual space. | have made videos before
but haven't exhibited any yet. The work | am
exhibiting now is done specifically for this
space. In a certain respect it's like a painting.
A painter's video, It's really as simple as colours
that appear through a very ordinary act — that
of drinking. At the same time it's a window."”



Finnbogi Pétursson um KULUNA

~Eq kom fyrst i KGluna 1978 eBa 9. Eg var pa
ad taka auglysingu e8a vinna eitthvad i safninu.
A medan ég var par var hringt i mig. Siminn
var pa uppi | Kalunni. Eg fér upp og ték simann
og stéd | midju ryminu & medan ég taladi.
Pegar madur gengur inn | parabdluna i Kalunni
midri magnast allt upp — hvert smahljod, jafnvel
andardrattur manns endurkastast til manns.
Eg hafdi aldrei upplifad neitt slikt 48ur.
Manneskjan sem ég var ad tala vid vard lika
wir vid petta | gegnum simann.

Eg hef oft hugsad um pessa upplifun og velt
fyrir mér hegBun hljédsins | pessu akvedina rymi.
Verkid sem g syni nuna er i raun framhald
verksins Hringur sem ég syndi | Nylistasafninu
1991. Pa lysti &g med ljéskosturum a yfirbord
vatns og spegladi yfirbordinu & vegg. Nuna
Iysi &g nedan fra, | gegnum vatnid og magna
garurnar | yfirbordi pess. Um leid og vatnid
fer af stad verBur yfirbord pess synilegt i lofti
Kalunnar, [ stéplinum sem vatnsskalin stendur
a | midju ryminu er hljod sem kemur hreyfingu
a vatni®. Fjorir lagti®nihatalarar varpa sinus
téanurm upp | hvelfinguna sem ég nota til ad
safna hljodbylgjunum saman i einn punkt i
skalinni. Pad sem gerist er ad hljodid
myndgerist | vatninu og |j6sid undir skalinni
varpar skugga pess i loftid. Petta er rokrétt
framhald af verkum minum sidustu &rin. Eg
hef verid mjég upptekinn af pvi a8 myndgera
hljod en fram ad pessu hefur myndgervingin
fyrst og fremst att sér stad | huga
ahorfandans.”

Ly Lotur Résgnvaldsson

Finnbogi Pétursson on THE DOME

*| first visited the Dome in 1978 or 9. | was
doing a commercial or some job at the museum.
While | was there, | had a phonecall. The phone
was in the Dome at the time. | went upstairs,
picked up the phone and stood talking in the
centre of the room. When you walk into the
parabola in the Dome’s centre everything is
magnified - every sound, even your breath is
echoed back. | had never experienced anything
like it before. The person on the other end
heard it through the phone as well,

I've often thought about this experience and
the behaviour of the sound inside that space.
The work I'm showing now is actually the sequel
of the work Circle which | showed at the Living
Art Museurn in 1991. Then | lit up a water surface
with lamps and projected it onto a wall. This
tirne I've lit the water from below and magnified
the ripples on its surface. When the water starts
moving, its surface becomes visible on the domed
ceiling. There is a sound inside the column in
the middle of the space which gets the water
moving. Four low-frequency speakers project
sinus tones into the dome which | then use to
collect the soundwaves into one dot in the
waterbowl. The sound takes form on the water's
surface and the light underneath it casts its
shadow onto the ceiling. It’'s a logical
continuation of the work I've been doing in the
past. The visualisation of sound has preoccupied
me for a long time but until now it has mostly
taken place in the viewer's mind.”



Kjarvalsstadir

Flokag&tu - 105 Reykjavik

SimifTel: (354) 552 6131 Fax: [354) 562 6191
Dpid daglega § Open daily 10:-17
Leldsdgn sunnudaga ki, 15,00 / Guided tours Sunday 15,00

Fastasyning / Permanent exhibition
Myndir r Kjarvalssafni / Works form the Kjarval
Collection

1. mars - 30. mars

Sveitungar - hausarnir ad austan, léhannes 5. Kjarval
Fellow Countrymen - Portraits from the East,
Johannes 5. Kjarval

| samvinnu vid Kjarvalsstofu, Borgarfirdi Eystri.
Joint project with Kjarvalsstofa, Borgarfjardur Eystri.

7. mars - 11. mai
Helgi Porgils Fridjonsson
Einkasyning - Solo exhibition

sunnudaginn 9. mars kl. 15
verfiur leidségn um syningu Helga Porgils
Fridjonssonar med pattoku hans.

#

Hafnarhus
Tryggvagbtu 17 - 101 Reykjavik
SimiTel: 590 1200 Fax: 580 1201

Ol r|.'|-'||¢-:|'| § Open daily 10-17
Leidsiign sunnudaga ki. 15.00 / Gulded tours Sunday 15.00

- 27. april
Errdsafnid / The Errd Collection
Listasagan / The History of Art

= 9. mars

Myndbénd og gjdrningar / Video and Performances
Myndbénd fra Bifrons Foundation | Amsterdam og
gjerningadagskra | samstarfi vid Listahaskdla [slands
{ DVD projects from the Bifrans Foundation in
Amsterdam and a performance programme in
collaboration with the Iceland Academy of the Arts,

=9, mars

Lysir / lluminata

Syning a lysingum dr islenskum handritum fra
siBaskiptum fram 4 midja 19, 6ld / Exhibition
dedicated to illuminations in lcelandic manuscripts
from the 16 - 19" centuries.

- 16. mars

Hugarleiftur / Encounters - Diane Neumaier &
Christos Chrissopoulos

Syning bandariskrar listakonu og grisks rithéfundar
sem tengist Gtilistaverkum & lslandi / Collaboration
of an American artist and Greek writer involving
outdoor sculptures in Iceland.

15. mars - 27. april
Penetration - Patrick Huse
Einkasyning / Solo exhibition

Sunnudaginn 16. mars kl. 15
verBur leliBsdgn um syningu Patricks Huse med
patttdku hans.
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Asmundarsafn
Sigtdni - 105 Reykjavik

SimifTel: (354) 553 2155 Faux: (354) 590 1201
Opid daglega 13-16 / Open daily 13-16

- 11. mai

Asmundur Sveinsson

Listin medal félksins £ Art in Public
Héggmyndir / Sculptures

Kilan / The Dome

= 30. mars

Finnbogi Pétursson
Laugardaginn 1. mars
verdur listamannspjall Finnboga Paturssonar i
Kilunni

10. april = 11. mai
Eygld Hardardattir
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